
MAP Session #3 

“Fullness of Life in the Neighbourhood” 

June 13, 2022 

On Zoom 

 

Present: 

Fr Malcolm French Diana Coen Bill McKinlay Heather McKinlay 
John MacKenzie Jennifer MacKenzie Rod Freeman Myrna Powell 
Janine Maxwell Sylvia Ashman Jane Elphick  Anne Marie Quinn 
Ellen Chambers Ted Elphick Blanche Mills Judy Tong 
    
  

 

Introductions 

 Diana welcomed everyone and opened with the land acknowledgement.   

 Janine Maxwell shared the opening prayer. 

 Diana went over the norms for the meeting 

 

Norms   

 Come in a spirit of openness and anticipation knowing that Jesus is present 

when two or more are gathered in His name. 

 Listen to others with respect. 

 Seek first to understand not to be understood. 

 Allow space for quieter or less extroverted participants to contribute. 

 Listen more than you speak. 

 Don’t challenge or criticize the contributions of others but do ask questions of 

clarification if you’re unclear about something that was said. 

 Be honest; we can name our aspirations, but we must claim our reality - seeing 

where we are so we can hear where God is calling us next. 

 

 

 Focus on good stewardship 

 Not necessarily bums in seats 

 Not intended to be critical of what we do – but we need to challenge ourselves to 

see the neighbourhood differently 

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Points 

The following comments were from various individuals at the meeting which have been 

noted as follows:  

 

Where we are today: 

What struck you about our parish and the neighbourhood? 

 Partner well with different agencies – but do people in the pews not involved in 

the initiatives (e.g. Kerr St. dinner) feel involved.  Don’t feel connected to the 

neighbourhoods served by the agencies or in the neighbourhood around St. 

Simon’s 

 Everybody can’t be involved in everything – all the programs are opportunities for 

people to get involved – at various levels. 

 Important to share the involvement to the parish – is there a way to have these 

organizations talk to the parish? Have those organizations come in to meet us. 

 Should be a way to feel engaged even if you’re not directly involved. 

 Building used to support things in the neighbourhood – nothing in our physical 

building limits our ability to serve the community. 

 While the church building is visible in the community, often the people of St. 

Simon’s doing the work are not.  E.g. people know where our building is, but do 

they know that the people collecting food, the people doing BBQ’s in the 

community are from St. Simon’s? 

 Outreach Sunday – displays talking about various things we do. 

 Weakness is letting others know what we do 

 Community dinners used to connect us to the meeting house – food box – used 

to connect us with the clients – many clients didn’t have transportation. 

 Do we listen to the community? Not necessarily listening to the other 

organizations. 

 Sheridan College – do we connect with them other than selling them parking.  

Some efforts made but it’s challenging – theatre students helped choir out. 

 Partnering means that we are less visible. 

 St. Simon’s is the only Anglican Church serving North-east Oakville. 

 Oak Park and 6th Line Pub do Food for Life so St. Simon’s isn’t eligible. 

 COVID 

 

Moving Forward 

What practices could we start? 

 Breakfast Program – principle has been asking us when we can start (Montclair 

B-Fast Program) 

 Engage people in local community – maybe helping us to do things food bank 



 Find out how we listen to the local community – do we need to go beyond relying 

on the agencies 

 Let others know, in the Church and in the community, there is a Christian 

purpose for what we do in the community. We are not just people doing good 

things. We are doing good things because God wants us to those things.  

 Partnering with other Anglican Churches – and other denominations 

 Visibility as a way to serve better – not necessarily for publicizing us 

 Good to be seen as a church that is helping 

 Sheridan Engagement 

 Engagement in NE Oakville 

 Develop a community garden project 

 Food Bank 

 Craft Sales 

 Restart what we used to do. 

 Children & High school student outreach.  Run other programs beside food.  

Partnering with some of our renters 

 

   

 

The meeting was closed with a prayer delivered by Janine Maxwell. 


