
MAP Session #1 

“Faith Formation” 

June 4, 2022 

 

Present: 

Fr Malcolm French Diana Coen Bill McKinlay Heather McKinlay 
John MacKenzie Jennifer MacKenzie Rod Freeman Jan Cowie 
Jack Smye Judy Pike Trish Woodburn Myrna Powell 
Sylvia Ashman Judy Tong Ellen Chambers  
 

Introductions 

 Diana opened the meeting with a welcome, and the Land Acknowledgement, and 

then John MacKenzie delivered the opening prayer. 

 Fr Malcolm welcomed everyone, and introduced the Mission Action Plan 

concept, basically a plan to move us forward: what are our priorities, what are we 

going to focus on over the next couple of years. 

 Diana explained the process over the four meetings. The guide states: “The first 
three meetings allow people to participate in holy brainstorming that flows out of 
the parish’s strengths, gifts and passions framed by the wisdom of the Holy 
Spirit. The final meeting leads participants through a prioritizing process that 
culminates in a plan with goals for three focus areas; Adult Faith Formation, 
Reshaping Parish Culture to Enable Ministry, and Fullness of Life in Your 
Neighbourhood. The plan will be simple, flexible, shaped to your parish’s context, 
and reflective of God’s unique call to mission for your parish.” 

 Everyone introduced themselves and how long they’ve been at St. Simon’s. 

 

Norms   

 Come in a spirit of openness and anticipation knowing that Jesus is present 

when two or more are gathered in His name. 

 Listen to others with respect. 

 Seek first to understand not to be understood. 

 Allow space for quieter or less extroverted participants to contribute. 

 Listen more than you speak. 

 Don’t challenge or criticize the contributions of others but do ask questions of 

clarification if you’re unclear about something that was said. 

 Be honest; we can name our aspirations, but we must claim our reality - seeing 

where we are so we can hear where God is calling us next. 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Points 

The following comments were from various individuals at the meeting which have been 

noted as follows:  

 

 We feel good about our outreach efforts, and less comfortable talking about our 

spirituality. 

 What is a Christian? Is a person who doesn’t go to church still a Christian?  What 

is an Anglican? How is an Anglican different from someone else? These are 

questions we would like to be able to explain better.   

 Formation of faith programming is based on the leader’s individual interests, e.g. 

labyrinth, meditation, and not intentional. 

 Need to recognize that everyone is in a different spot in their faith journey.  

 We do feel a sense of God’s presence in our daily lives 

 People in the pews today want to be in the pews, and that’s a richness we need 

to recognize and celebrate.  They’re not there to please someone else. 

 Talking about what we don’t understand is helpful 

 OSL has declined in members and it used to be a big contributor to enhancing 

parishioner’s spirituality. 

 Growing spirituality amongst parishioners could be more intentional  

 “True of some of us” was the most often ticked box. 

 Most parishes – property, altar guild and finance are well run, the rest is usually 

clergy led.  Not true of St. Simon’s because of the cluster system.  A positive is 

that the laity leads activities like Christian education, and have led other spiritual 

activities (like the meditation group and OSL) .  We outperform the cohort! 

 Small group ministry – beneficial building relationships and a free exchange of 

thoughts.  Balance between large and small groups. 

 Need to embrace all people 

 Balance between – “not showy offy” and yet expressing our faith openly. 

 Spiritual direction group – meditation for 10 minutes, read from a book, discuss. 

 Alan Hayes talks on spiritual education – well received, they were easy to come 

to. 

 There’s an opportunity to expand Sunday School to an offering outside the 

Sunday service (before, after services) to make it more than “just kids”. 

 Also an opportunity to combine spiritual education  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Visioning Our Future 

How might we strengthen what we are currently doing? 

 Tap into other churches programs 

 Tap into diocese and national church programs 

 Instructional lectures 

 Bringing in an Alpha program – has been improved and broadened over 

the years 

 Find ways to bring people together physically – hybridize programs, e.g. 

project online program together, watch together, food and fellowship.  Use 

resources provided externally and bring them inside.  Creative ways. Find 

a focus point for the discussion. 

 Need to accommodate people at different phases of spiritual journey – 

ideally we would have programs that address the different phases. 

 Resourcing:  Be more intentional about sharing resources with other 

parishes.  Coordinating with other parishes. 

 Have a BBQ to welcome people back and introduce Jan & Malcolm. 

 

 

The meeting was closed with a prayer delivered by John MacKenzie. 


