
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Sunday School Newsletter 

Final week of Advent: LOVE 
Luke: In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, 
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 

this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things 

and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 

seen, which were just as they had been told. 

Try this grace at dinner tonight! 
For food in a world filled with hunger, 

For faith in a world filled with fear, 
For friends in a world where many 
walk alone, We give you thanks Lord. 

Amen 

 In ancient times it was the responsibility of the youngest child in 
the family to care for the flocks. This was how they could 
contribute to the family’s wellbeing given they were too young 
to do other work. They would be mentored by older siblings that 
had moved onto other occupations. In cultures where sheep 
provided the basics of milk, wool, and meat, it is interesting that 
this important responsibility could be given to a young teenager. 
They were sent to the outskirts of town where they wouldn’t 
disturb the farmers’ fields. They had to protect the flock from 
the dangers in the wild. Do you have any special responsibilities 
in your family? We often think of shepherds as older men, but 
maybe the shepherds who found Jesus in the manger were 
mostly young, ready to believe the angels and accept the good 
news that Christ was born to bring peace and joy to all people. 
 

Merry Christmas to all!! 

named 

Closing Prayer: 

May God guide my feet today, 

Grant kindness to each word I say. 

Bless my mind, my heart, my hands 

To do this day what God commands. Check 
stsimon.ca for 
Christmas Eve 
service times 

and instructions 
on registering 

Non-perishable 
food items are 

always 
appreciated and 
can be dropped 

off in the 
narthex for the 

food bank. 
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