
Palm Sunday Year 5: Prophets 

Have the children sit in a circle with their palm branches (or use pompoms) and retell the story of the People of 

Israel having the children cheer Hosanna and wave palms for the happy events and let palms droop for the sad 

events. Then tell the story of Jesus as the promised messiah and what happened on palm Sunday. 

God chose Abraham to be the father of a great nation that would be God’s chosen people. 

Abraham moved his family far from his home—he followed God’s instructions and God rewarded Abraham and 

his wife Sarah with a son they named Isaac which means laughter because Sarah was already an old woman 

when she had Isaac. 

Isaac had twin sons named Jacob and Esau. Jacob tricked Esau out of his inheritance as first born and had to 

run far away because Esau was so mad. 

Esau forgave Jacob and he came home again and had 12 sons. 

The brothers were jealous of Jacob’s favourite son, Joseph. They sold Joseph to a passing caravan to be a slave 

and told Jacob that Joseph had been killed by wild animals. 

Joseph lived as a slave in Egypt, but interpreted the Pharaoh’s dream of a famine and became his right hand 

man. He saved Egypt from starvation.  

When his brothers came begging for food, Joseph forgave them and his whole family moved to Egypt. 

Many generations were born in Egypt. The 12 sons became the 12 tribes of Israel, but the new pharaoh was 

nervous and enslaved all of the Israelites (Hebrews). 

The Hebrews were slaves for many, many years. 

God chose Moses to free the Hebrews. God sent 10 plagues to convince pharaoh to let His people go. 

Moses led the people out of Egypt, but still they had a hard time trusting in God so they wandered in the 

desert for 40 years.  

God provided them with water and quail and manna to eat. He gave them the 10 commandments. After 40 

years they came to the promised land and God helped them win a place to live through many battles. 

The people were ruled by Judges but asked God for a king so the prophet Samuel anointed Saul to be King. 

Saul did not always obey God so Samuel anointed a shepherd boy named David to be the next king. This made 

Saul Jealous especially when little David killed the giant Goliath with 5 smooth stones and his sling shot. 

David was a great king, but still did not obey God all the time. His son Solomon built a great temple in 

Jerusalem where people worshipped God. But still the Kings of Israel and the people did not obey God. 

The people fought against each other and the country split in two. Then each was attacked and taken over by 

other countries: Assyria and Babylon. Many were taken prisoner and moved to these faraway lands. Many 

years later, they were allowed to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their temple and many people did return. 

They remembered that God promised to always love them and that he would send a messiah to save them. 

 


