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Ordained in Niagara … serving as Chaplain in England
George and Ann Novis, St. 

George’s St. Catharines, had a 
chance meeting with retired 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams while visiting 
family in England.

Williams was speaking to about 
60 school, hospital, university and 
prison chaplains at their day-long 
conference held in Wellington 
College, Berkshire, where the 
Novis’ son serves as Chaplain.

The Reverend Timothy Novis, 
ordained in Niagara Diocese, 
served in the parishes of St. 
George’s Guelph and St. Peter’s 
Hornsby before becoming 
Chaplain at Ridley College in St. 
Catharines. 

He has been Chaplain at 
Wellington College, which has 
over 1,000 students between the 
ages of 13 and 18, for seven years.

 George and Ann Novis with 
former Archbishop of canterbury 
Rowan Williams and their son 
Timothy Novis.
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facts about Jesus of nazareth 
heaTher Joy brinkMan

It was most interesting to 
learn about the historical Jesus 
and the Kingdom of God from 
two of the world’s leading Jesus 
scholars: John Dominic Crossan 
and Marcus Borg.

They were here on Sundays at 
our Cathedral (Hamilton) in the 
cozy Niagara Room as they spoke 
on location in Jerusalem and 
throughout Galilee.

Using the DVD series Living 

the Questions—First Light, the 
twelve study sessions were led by 
the well-prepared and engag-
ing Canon Bill Thomas, who 
introduced a video, facilitated a 
discussion and provided us with 
the accompanying reading mate-
rial for further study.

How exciting it was to learn 
why Jesus happened on the 
scene where and when he did, 
why the imperial titles were 
taken away from the Roman 
emperor Caesar Augustus and 

given to a Jewish peasant, how 
the status quo of Roman impe-
rial theology was subverted by 
this obscure Galilean and how 
his message continues to indict 
empires today! 

I so looked forward to the 
warm welcome and enlightening 
experience beginning and ending 
with prayer. Light refreshments 
were served, even hot soup!

What a heart-warming way to 
stimulate and educate our minds 
as we continue on our journey. 

Heather Joy Brinkman can be 
reached at heatherjoynowe@
yahoo.ca
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Celebrating a life well loved

Diana coen

On Sunday, Nov 30, 2014, St. 
Simon’s Oakville celebrated the 
90th birthday of one of our most 
beloved parishioners and priests: 
the Reverend Robert Gardner - or 
as we affectionately call him, 
“Father Bob”.  It was no surprise 
the event was “sold out”.  This is 
a testament to the great love and 
regard we have for Father Bob.  
As each speaker reflected on 
his life, his great legacy of love, 
family and parish community 

became clear.
Darren Hogarth spoke about 

Father Bob’s heritage as a 
fellow Jamaican.  He was born 
and raised in Jamaica, made 
a Deacon in October 1948 and 
ordained Priest in June 1949 
at the Cathedral Church of St. 
Jago de la Vega in Spanish Town.  
Although being in Canada since 
1953, first serving in Montreal 
and later Ontario, he has main-
tained a deep love for and loyalty 
to his home country.  True to his 
sense of community, he opened 

his arms to fellow islanders in 
Oakville, and inspired the growth 
of our Caribbean Group. Our 
annual summer-time Caribbean 
Night and Caribbean Christmas 
potluck dinners are times of 
great fun and fellowship, and 
a testament to the importance 
of diversity in our community.  
Darren reminded us how Father 
Bob is always warm and welcom-
ing, not only to fellow Jamaicans, 
but to everyone in his church 
family.

Other speakers, including 
Marie Decker and Jack Smye, 
highlighted the various ways 
Father Bob has woven himself 
into the vibrant St. Simon’s 
tapestry.  He remains at the heart 
of our Order of St. Luke com-
munity, which promotes healing 
by prayer, love, faith, anointing 
with oil and laying on of hands.  
Marie reminded us of his more 
jovial side.  Behind his reserved 
and serene persona lies a fun-
loving personality with a dry 
wit, who made us chuckle as he 
impersonated cowboys and other 
characters at past Cabaret shows. 
In recent years, Bob fulfilled his 
dream of joining the choir, where 
he sings alongside his friends 
and wife Gloria.

Peter, Bob and Gloria’s son,  
shared stories of their family’s 
journey from Montreal to differ-
ent communities where Father 
Bob served in Ontario, such as 
St. James’ Guelph, St. Philip-by-
the-Lake Grimsby, St. John the 
Divine Cayuga, St. John’s York 
and finally as Interim Priest and 
Honorary Assistant at St. Simon’s 
Oakville.  

Our celebration closed with 
reflections from Father Bob.  He 
emphasized his deep love for 
both his immediate and church 
family.  He shared his passion 
for his homeland and his fierce 
loyalty to both Jamaica and 
Canada.  In reflecting on his 
profound and abiding faith, he 
demonstrated what we strive to 
be at St. Simon’s: caring people, 
committed to building commu-
nity, growing with God and serv-
ing the world through Christ’s 
example.  

We are blessed to have Bob 
and Gloria in our family, and are 
grateful to have celebrated this 
great occasion with them.

Diana Coen is Chair of 
Communications Cluster at St. 
Simon’s Oakville

Gloria and Bob Gardner celebrate by cutting his birthday cake.
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Epic 
reading …

The 
Gospel of 
Mark
Palm Sunday
March 29 at 7:00 p.m.

Christ’s Church Cathedral
252 James Street North
Hamilton

Anyone interested in being 
a part of the telling should 
contact Co-ordinator Susan 
Wilson at rev.susan.wilson@
gmail.com   

Complete your Spend Lent 
With Mark by attending … as 
you journey through Holy 
Week, Good Friday and Easter.


